
Barossa Offshore Project Proposal (OPP)

Offshore Project Proposal (OPP) Process Overview

An OPP is prepared during a project’s early design phase and 
considers all potential environmental impacts and risks over the 
project’s life-cycle. The OPP details the risk assessment undertaken 
and demonstrates that the project can be undertaken in an 
environmentally acceptable manner. The OPP process will deliver 
environmental outcomes equivalent to the assessment process under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

The National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) first assesses the OPP to make sure 
it has the required content for public release and comment. It must 
be easily navigable and comprehensible to the public, which is why 
summaries are prepared for each section. After the public comment 
period, the OPP will be updated and re-submitted to NOPSEMA for 
assessment of the environmental acceptability of the project.

Acceptance of an OPP by NOPSEMA does not mean a project can 
proceed. Acceptance enables the proponent to prepare and submit 
separate Environment Plans (EPs) for project activities to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. EPs include further detail of how the impacts and risks for 
each activity will be managed. 

Only after an EP has been accepted by NOPSEMA, can that activity 
commence.

NOPSEMA has prepared a guidance note outlining the OPP content 
requirements and the information presented in OPP Section 1 provides 
an overview of the required information. Subsequent OPP sections 

present further detail to address specific content requirements. It is 
recommended to consider the guidance note in conjunction with the 
OPP, as it provides context for the structure and content. The guidance 
note is available on the NOPSEMA website:  
https://www. nopsema.gov.au/assets/Guidance-notes/A473026.pdf.

Brief project overview

Barossa is an offshore gas and light condensate project that proposes 
to provide a new source of dry gas to the existing Darwin LNG (DLNG) 
facility, subject to suitable commercial arrangements being put in 
place. The project is being proposed by ConocoPhillips, on behalf of 
current co-venturers, SK E&S Australia Pty Ltd and Santos Offshore Pty 
Ltd.

The development concept includes a Floating Production Storage and 
Offloading (FPSO) facility, subsea production system, supporting in-
field subsea infrastructure and a gas export pipeline. The exact route of 
the new pipeline is not final and subject to further studies, but will be 
located in the gas export pipeline corridor. Further information can be 
found in Section 4 of the OPP.

The project will continue to help meet current and future global 
demand for natural gas and contribute income and employment 
opportunities for Australia.
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