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Environmental legislation and other environmental management requirements

The Barossa Area Development is subject to Commonwealth laws, as 
well as international agreements, conventions and treaties in place to 
protect the environment, conserve biodiversity, and ensure safe and 
responsible practices at sea. The project will also align with applicable 
guidelines and codes of practice, including all relevant management 
and recovery plans for Matters of National Environmental Significance 
(MNES) listed under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

The two main applicable pieces of Commonwealth legislation are 
the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS 
Act) and the EPBC Act. The OPGGS Act provides protection of the 
environment in Commonwealth waters through management of all 
relevant oil and gas activities, and requires the development of the 
OPP. The EPBC Act provides the legislative framework to protect and 
manage threatened species, ecological communities or listed places 
from actions that have a significant impact. These are identified and 
discussed in detail in Section 5 and Section 6 of the OPP.

Once an OPP is accepted, activity-specific Environment Plans (EPs) and 
Oil Pollution Emergency Plans (OPEPs) are required to be submitted to 
and accepted by NOPSEMA before commencing an activity. The EPs 
will provide further evaluation of the impacts and risks associated with 
specific activities, while the OPEPs detail arrangements for responding 
to and monitoring oil pollution. 

Other approvals and plans that will be required in the future include 
production, pipeline and infrastructure licences, Safety Cases for vessels 
and management plans for well operations.

A series of EPs will be developed to cover the following project 
activities:

• development drilling

• subsea structure installation (including gas export pipeline 
installation)

• tow-out and hook up of the FPSO facility 

• commissioning

• operations

• decommissioning

The figure below provides an indicative timeframe of how the OPP, 
activity-specific EPs/OPEPs and other approvals fit into ConocoPhillips’ 
project phases. As OPP submission occurs early in the design phase, 
detailed engineering design is yet to be completed for the project. 
More specific details (e.g. timing and methodology) of project activities 
will be refined during the ‘Define’ (FEED) and ‘Execute’ Phases of the 
project.

Project phases 
• This figure describes the internal process used by ConocoPhillips to develop the Barossa Project and how it aligns with NOPSEMA’s overall 

assessment process. Within ConocoPhillips, the Barossa Project entered the ‘Select’ phase in late 2016. During the ‘Select’ phase, which will 
continue into 2018, the OPP assessment process occurs.

• At the end of the ‘Select’ phase, expected in Q1 2018, the Project will enter the more detailed engineering design stage called ‘Define’. During 
the ‘Define’ stage, information becomes available so the more detailed Environment Plans can start to be prepared.

• At the end of the ‘Design’ stage, expected in 2019, ConocoPhillips and its partners in the Project will be ready to make a Financial Investment 
Decision. This will approve the large capital spending needed to start construction of the facilities.

Detailed design and 
project execution

Environmental  
monitoring and  
compliance of approvals

Front end engineering 
design (FEED)

Activity-specific EPs and OPEPs,  
and other approvals

Pre-front end engineering 
design (pre-FEED)

OPP

Explore

Early engineering 
concept  
definition

Baseline environmen-
tal marine studies

ExecuteAppraise

Final investment 
decision - 2019

Decision to enter 
FEED - 2018

OperateSelect Define

Beyond this OPP, other approvals required under the OPGGS Act and associated regulations include the following:

• Environment Plans (EPs) • infrastructure licences

• Oil Pollution Emergency Plans (OPEPs) • Safety Cases

• production licences • Well Operations Management Plan (WOMP)

• pipeline licences • petroleum safety zones.


