
Overview

The Barossa project is an offshore gas and condensate project that proposes to provide a new source of natural 
gas to the existing Darwin LNG (DLNG) facility in the Northern Territory. The project is being progressed by joint 
venturers ConocoPhillips Australia Barossa Pty Ltd, SK E&S Australia Pty Ltd and Santos Offshore Pty Ltd. 

The offshore development concept includes a floating production, storage and offloading (FPSO) facility, subsea 
production system, supporting subsea infrastructure and gas export pipeline, all located in Commonwealth 
waters about 300 kilometres north-northwest of Darwin. 

The DLNG infrastructure owners are currently in discussions with potential offshore candidates regarding the 
supply of an alternative source of gas to extend operations of DLNG beyond the end of field life for Bayu-Undan. 

A Barossa backfill scenario would essentially be “business as usual” for Darwin LNG enabling it to operate just as it 
does today and continue providing royalties and taxes and create employment opportunities in Darwin and the 
NT for 20+ years. 

In April 2018, Barossa entered the Front-End Engineering Design (FEED) phase of development which will continue 
until approximately the end of 2019. During FEED, the costs and technical definition for the Project will be finalised 
and access arrangements negotiated with the owners of the Darwin LNG facility and Bayu-Darwin Pipeline.

The acceptance of the Offshore Project Proposal (OPP) by NOPSEMA in March 2018, the award of three major FEED 
contracts in Q2 2018 and the first Engineering Procurement & Construction (EPC) contract for long-lead equipment 
in Q2 2019 have been significant milestones in positioning Barossa as the leading DLNG backfill candidate. A final 
investment decision on the Barossa Project is expected in late 2019 or early 2020.

Development Concept

The Barossa project area encompasses petroleum retention lease NT/RL5 (the Barossa Field), where initial 
development would occur, and potential future phased development in the smaller Caldita Field to the south in 
retention lease NT/RL6. 

The development concept notionally involves drilling 6-8 subsea wells. The subsea production gathering system 
lies on the ocean floor at a water depth of approximately 250 metres. Gas and condensate would be gathered 
from the wells by the subsea production system and then brought to the FPSO via a network of subsea flowlines 
and risers. 
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Initial processing to separate the gas, water and condensate extracted from the field would then occur on the 
FPSO.  Condensate would be transferred from the FPSO to specialised tankers for export.

Gas would be exported to DLNG via a new 260 km export pipeline tied into the existing Bayu-Undan to Darwin 
pipeline about 100 km from Darwin, subject to access arrangements being negotiated with existing infrastructure 
owners.

Australian Industry Opportunities 

An approved Australian Industry 
Participation (AIP) Plan is now in place for 
the Barossa Project, in compliance with 
requirements under the Australian Jobs Act 
2013. 

The plan states how Barossa will provide 
“full, fair and reasonable opportunity” to 
Australian industry to supply goods and 
services to the project and includes an 
indicative list of these opportunities. 

During the FEED phase, Barossa will be 
working with key engineering contractors 
to identify and promote opportunities for 
the supply of goods and services to the 
project. 

The Industry Capability Network - Northern 
Territory (ICNNT) has been engaged to 
assist with Australian vendor identification 
and notification of supplier opportunities 
on this project.

The majority of activities associated with 
the Barossa Project will occur offshore. 
The FPSO will be a very large and complex 
facility that a relatively small group of global 
companies have the experience and proven 
capability to deliver.

However, with such a large development, 
opportunities will exist for smaller/domestic 
companies to subcontract for specific 
equipment and services. 

FEED for the FPSO facility is being conducted as a design competition between two contractor groups, MODEC and 
a consortium between TechnipFMC and Samsung Heavy Industries. FEED for the subsea infrastructure (umbilicals, 
flowlines and risers) and gas export pipeline is being conducted by INTECSEA. Supply of the subsea production 
system and installation support will be undertaken by Technip Oceania. 

To register for potential opportunities on the project please visit barossaoffshore.icn.org.au 

For further information on the project please visit conocophillips.com.au 

For general project enquiries please email barossa@conocophillips.com 
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